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It must seem strange that it should have been reprinted in Berlin so 
recently. The vote against Huss was without dissent. There was no 
advocacy on the part of German bishops or any others in favor of free 
inquiry at that remarkable assembly of Latin Christendom convened in 
Constance, which condemned Huss to the stake for holding the heretical 
articles of John Wyclif . 

Davtd S. Schajt 
Western Theological Seminary 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 



NOTE TO PROFESSOR SCHAFF'S PAPER ON THE SPURIOUS 
TRACT ABOUT HUSS 

Professor Schaff has conclusively shown that the tract he has exam- 
ined is a fraud in so far as it purports to give authentic information 
about Huss. It seems to me, however, that it is not impossible that 
it was really first written and printed in 1523. If this were so, the 
purpose would be to draw a comparison between Luther and Huss. 
A well-known pamphlet of the time compares Christ's Passion with 
Luther's summons to Worms, and the parallel with Huss was on every- 
one's lips. All the errors for which Huss was condemned, according to 
this pamphlet, were among the charges brought against Luther. The 
use of the form "Costnitz" for "Constanz" seems unnatural in the 
nineteenth century, but was habitual in the sixteenth (cf. Luthers 
Tischreden, ed. Forstemann und Bindseil, IV, 337; Luthers Predigten, 
ed. Buchwald, 1905, p. 366). The individual judgments passed on 
Huss by the ecclesiastics seem remarkably like those censures which the 
holders of the same sees passed on Luther. The condemnation by the 
English prelate, for example, might well have suited Wolsey. It is 
notable that the Spanish bishop spoke for acquittal; this would seem 
to have been a compliment to the Spanish King Charles (or possibly 
one of his advisers) for keeping the safe-conduct inviolate. Finally 
Huss's prophecy of Luther given in this work is also found in the writings 
of the Reformer as early as 153 1. In his Glosse auf das vermeinte kaiser- 
liche Edikt (Werke, Weimar, XXXI, Part IH, p. 387) he says: "Sanct 
Johannes Hus hat von mir geweissagt, da er aus dem gefengnis im 
Behemerland schrieb, Sie werden jetzt eine gans braten (denn Hus 
heisst eine gans). Aber liber hundert jaren werden sie einen schwanen 
singen horen. Den sollen sie leiden." This alleged prophecy is a dis- 
tortion of some words of Huss, with possibly a reminiscence of a saying 
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of Jerome of Prag. Huss wrote: "Et haec eadem Veritas pro uno 
Ansere infirmo et debili multos falcones et aquilas, quae acie oculorum 
alias aves superant hac alte gratia Dei volitant et Christo Jesu alias 
aves rapiunt, qui illas corroborabit et omnes fideles suos confirmabit" 
(F. Palacky, Documenta Magistri J. Hus, Prag, 1869, Epistolae No. 
17, p. 40). Jerome of Prag also said to his judges: "Appello ad celsis- 
simum simul et aequissimum judicem Deum omnipotentem, ut coram 
eo centum annis revolutis respondeatis mihi." The question now is 
whether Luther derived the prophecy of himself directly from Huss 
or got it from some other source. As there is no evidence that he knew 
Huss's epistles at this time, as he did later, it is perhaps more probable 
that he had heard the prophecy from someone else, and, if so, a further 
presumption, though not a strong one, is raised in favor of the date 1523 
for the composition of the tract. See further A. Hauffen, Neue Fischart 
Studien, 7te Erganzungsheft zum Euporion, 1908, pp. 164 f.; Unter- 
suchungen z. germ, und rom. Phttologie J. v. Kelle dargebracht, 2. Teil, 
Prag, 1908, pp. 1-28. 
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